
STAGE

243

buffet

straightens 
collar

m a k e s 
l i g h t 
conver-
sation

captures photo-

graph of stage 

with phone

discusses 
dislike of 
anchovies

phones baby-

sitter



STAGE

245

buffet

examines recently 
captured photo-graph on cellular 

device

taps fingers on 

tablecloth

h e a d s 
toward 
buffet

p i c k s 
dry skin 
on lips

h e a d s 
toward 
buffet

h e a d s 

toward 

buffet

h e a d s 

toward 

buffet

h e a d s 
toward 
buffet

h e a d s 
toward 
buffet

h e a d s 
toward 

buffet

h e a d s 
toward 
buffet

h e a d s 
toward 
buffet



STAGE

247

buffet

h e a d s 
toward 
buffet

h e a d s 

toward 

buffet

h e a d s 
toward 
buffet

s n e e z e s , 
wipes nose 
with nap-
kin



STAGE

249

buffet

forks 
pasta 
salad

h e a d s 
toward 
buffet

e x p r e s s e s delight over halibut

r e m o v e s 

skin from 

chicken

slices beef 

lasagna



STAGE

251

slices every 
item on plate 
into bite-
sized pieces

dips mashed 

potatoes into 

gravy

asks neighbor 

why she didn’t 

serve herself 

honey-glazed 

ham

expresses de-

light over col-

lard greens s i p s 
water



STAGE

253

a d j u s t s e a r r i n g stud in ear

wipes cheese 
sauce off chin

dips green 

beans into 

gravy

lifts 
aspara-

gus shoot 

with hand, 

bites

peppers entrée



STAGE

255

holds forkful of corned beef, gesticulates: ‘and then when that dark-haired ac-tor came out of the house, you know the one’

nods 
head



STAGE

257

‘I thought he was going to let her know that she was being scammed!’

chews beef pot 

pie: ‘I didn’t 

think so.’

butters 

m o r e 

bread



STAGE

259

continues 

chewing

scowls

raises 

e y e -

brows

asks subtly, 
‘do you re-
ally need all 
that bread, 
dear?’



STAGE

261

smiles

shrugs, places 
forkful 

of 
corned beef in 

mouth, chews

sips wa-
ter.  ‘I like 
bread.’


